AS THE MAN OF THE WEEK, SANTA CLAUS
TAKES SOME FASHION CHANCES,
AND THE BIG GUY PULLS IT OFF. MW1
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Christmas in Hong Kong
Brings Cheer to Retailers

By ELLEN SHENG

HONG KONG — Retailers here are
expecting a very merry Christmas,
thanks in large part to Mainland
Chinese shoppers.

Although there are some concerns
about a potential slowdown in con-
sumer spending in Greater China,
Hong Kong retailers are in an enviable
position, thanks to booming tourism,
industry watchers claim. Many retail-
ers in the city are expecting double-
digit sales growth this holiday season.

Christmas might not be a Chinese
holiday, but Chinese are increasingly
embracing the commercial part of
the season.

“The commercialization of the holi-
day gets stronger every year. Ten years
ago, no one on the Mainland played

Christmas music, now everyone does.
It's become a consumer holiday,” said
Darlene Lee, managing director at re-
searcher Synovate in Hong Kong.

Christmas is now the biggest shop-
ping season of the year in Hong Kong,
albeit with far less seasonality than
in the U.S. While holiday sales can
make up as much as 75 percent of re-
tailers’ annual revenue in the States,
in Hong Kong it’s likely closer to 10 to
12 percent of annual sales, according
to Synovate.

Hong Kong has long been the pri-
mary beneficiary of Chinese tourism.
Visitors, particularly from Mainland
China, have grown at a double-digit
clip in 2011, and that momentum 1is
expected to continue. The Hong Kong
Tourism Board expects the number
of total arrivals this year to break

SEE PAGE 3

A Fashion All-Star Game PAGE 6
MEDIA: A quick chat with Isaac
Mizrahi, one of the judges on the
upcoming “Project Runway

All Stars.”

BG Gives Men’s a Facelift Mw1
RETAIL: Bergdorf Goodman
unvelils a new Lanvin shop as
part of a revamp of its third-floor
contemporary designer space. <4

A New Man for San Fran Mmw4
MEN’S: Dior Homme has

opened its third freestanding store
in the U.S., in San Francisco’s
Union Square.
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AsHians of CBS’ “The Good Wiiealréady know, Matt Czuchry
Nears asuit quite well. The actormodeled the latest from DigE
dommesiand he took it very sertiousivaipairing it with Burberry
condon’s cotton shirt. HugaiBosstieslateossian tie bar;
Salvatore Ferragamo belt. Foinoreysee pages MW2 and MW3.
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PROFESSIOMAL IS5 THE MAIN WORD

that came to mind after spending a half

day watching Matt Czuchry try on suits at
a photo shootl. Mot just because he looked
great in them, which you ecan plainly see he
did. In between shols, while the guys on the
other side of the camera amused each other
with stupid dude humor ("“"Why do girls
drink so0 much Diet Coke? Because they're
fat and thirsty."}, Czuchry paced about the
studio with the look of someone who was
about to appear before a judge rather than
a couple of fashion edilors,

Mavbe 1t's force of habil

For three vears, Cruchry has held a sup-
porting role on CBS" hit law drama “The
Good Wile,” on which he plays attorney Cary
Agos, lrenemy of Lockhart Gardner, the firm
around which the show is based. For those
not among the nmine-million-plus viewers,
Cruehry's three-season story arch took him
from go-gelting, Orst-vear lawyer pitted
against Julianna Margulies in season one,
to the sore loser of that sguare-off in sea-
son two, to conflicted member of the State's
Aftorney’s stall caught in the middle of agen
das in season three. “Hopefully, what we've
seen throughout all three seasons, 15 wheth-
er you love him or hate ham, Cary's good al
his job. He's a damn good lawyer”™

True, but this is television, where a de-
gree of superficiality is inherent. Czuchry
iz one of the show's most attractive male
cast members, whose only real competi-
tion is Josh Charles (no disrespect to Chris
Moth)y and, thus, 15 more hkable than not. Al
the mention of this, Czuchry's fecused face

broke into a smile so loaded with dimples
and genuine lavgh lines and topped oflf with
a blush, it was like watching a grown man
turn inte a kitten. “1 never turn down a com-
pliment,” sap Cruchry, who 15 34 bul could
pass for med-205.

The wrters don't play Czuehry as “the

hot one” as much as they could SEAS0n
two was almost a complete dry spell for
Cary but it would be a waste of good

looks to ground him entirely with on-the
job resolve. So, the two most recent epi-
sodes had him sleeping with his co-couneil
Dana Lodge (Monmiea Haymund), while both
of them individually battened up the sexual
tension with the myvsterious, leather-jacket-
clad investigator Kalinda (Archie Panjabi)
“We have this Dana-Kalinda triangle that's
been slowly building in a personal-profies-
sional way, and I love that about the show,"
sand Cruchry, “AnvUme the show 15 really
suecessful | think all the personal and pro-
fessional lines come together™

Metwork TV does not lack for lawver
shows, yet “The Good Wile” has managed
to stand out. It's been a critical darling,
lavished with award nominations and sev-
eral big wins, mostly for Margulies, who has
won an Emmy and (solden (slobe for her
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role, and is nominated for another Golden
Calobe i 2012 for best actress in a television
drama series, Bul the show has taken a hit
in its third season, down about two million

viewers., Crities and fans complained of

weak plotlines at the outset of the season,
but the show's real adversary was the move
from its Tuesday night slot to Sunday at 9§
p.m., where it had to contend with the NFL
and its DV HE-befuddhing delays, All things
considered, the show has emerged rela-
tively unseathed, Asked what distinguishes
“The (vood Wilfe” from the rest of the “Law
and Order”-ly pack, Czuchry brought up
“Perry Mason,” an unlikely comparison
given the shows' premises are so different,
and that Czuchry 15 at least a generation
oo voung 1o be a “Perry Mason™ fan. “Buat

Louis Vuitton's cotton shirt and

Burberry London's wool pants.
'rada tie; TheTieBar.com tie bar;
WLATT .'-_'_'__'_.!';.,_-Li.:,:--

as a point of reference, what people really
enjoyed aboul ‘Perry Mason was its brighit-
ness and 1ls positivity in the begimning, mid-
dle, end as far as the case was alwayvs going
to come out in a good way,” said Czuchry,
“I think why people connect with our show
is the opposite of that, when unexpected
things happen, or the gray areas ol the law.”

Czuchry moved from Los Angeles to
Mew York for the show, whiech shoots May
through July in Greenpoint, Brooklyn, He
lives in the West Village, where he “likes
the energy.” He is not dating anyone and
says he hasn't really since he moved to New
York. Primarily a television actor, Czuchry's
chosen his small-sereen projects wisely, ap-
pearing on mainstream successes such as
“rilmore sirls” and “Friday Night Lighls,

The same cannot be said for the last

movie he made, the film adaptation of

Tucker Max's aulohiographical, best-sell-
ing bro book 1 Hope They Serve Beer in
Hell,” which can be filed under “Aop.” In
it, Czuchry played Max, an unapologetic

drunk, womanizing, overgrown firat boy. IF

this interview was any indication, Czuchry
has little in common with that eharacter,
or that type of guy 1in general. Quiel to the
paint of shy, yet unfailingly polite, he said
work is his main focus, though he has found
time to take a photographer class at the
International Center of Photography. When
pressed about the show and any opinions
on plotlines past, current or Uupcoming

he would not veer from neutral praise.
Finally, this being Mens Week, he even

PLEASURE DOING BUSINESS WITH YOU
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John Varvatos tie;
TheTieBar.com
tie bar.

steered the conversation toward fashion
all by imsell, name-checking designers he
likes, such as John Varvatos, and those who
like him, including Bernardo Rojo, who
made Cruchry tuxedos for the Emmy and
SAG awards,

His fashion interests extend beyond
the red carpet. At the end of the shoot, he
changed Back into the John Yarvalos sweal-
er and Uniglo jeans he arrived in, then puat
on a silver Yarvatos necklace with a cross
dangling from it that took the look in a
far more style-conscious direction. “I like
clothes, in what they — again, talking about
energies — what it brings out in you,” said
Czuchry. “If you put a leather jacket on, you
feel differently than if you put a suit on, and
I lowe that aspect of clothes.



