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DARING ADVENTURES THAT WENT UNDERCOVER, BETWEEN
THE SHEETS AND EVEN BENEATH THE SKIN Bg Tom Gliatto

Broadchurch BBC Americs
An addictive British murder mystery that exposed the under-
belly of a small town, then dug deeper and found its bruised
heart, Olivia Colman and David Termnant (he'll stac in FOX's
Amaerican reboot) were superb as mismatched detectives.

Breaking Bad
AMC
If the finale didn’t fully come
to grips with the sins of
Wailter White, at least TV
now has a myth to equal the
fall of Adam, Only he's bald,
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Masters and Virginia Johnson in the
late 505 is elegantly smart and sharp. It's
like being seduced in an Eames chair,
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lines—lave of country, Michael Douglas

Boe o wo i s ghittered ike athine- ENLIGHTENED (HBO)

soct and part. That it’s stone as Liberace, In the second and final season,
set near the Cold War's 'mw ; New Age crusader Amy Jelli-
i Qhvas s Al sott of piste (Laura Dern) exposed cor-
Ruren, i fatalistic. irony. . coe (Laura Dern) expos

ruption at work while wres-
tling with life post-nervous
breakdown. An unsparing
but hopeful look at how much
work itis to be good.

(2)

BREAKING BAD (AMC)
Forget Chekhov’s gun; the
final act of this meth moral-
ity drama started with an
arsenal—amachine gun, a
ricin capsule, Walter White's
cancer, a pile of money and
several barrels full of secrets.

(3)

ORANGE IS THE NEW
BLACK (NETFLIX)

Netflix emergedasa TV
force with House of Cards and
Arrested Development. But its
most original voice was this
prison ensemble drama in
which every jailbird had a
song worth hearing,

(4)

GAME OF THRONES (HBO)
GOTwas TV’s best drama
about politics. The battle for
the Iron Throne of Westeros
became a complex study of
power, leadership and the dif-
ference between the two.

(5)
THE GOOD WIFE (CBS)

Showtimae

Hannibal nsc

Sundance
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Psychiatrist and cannibal Hannibal . This legal drama had it all:
Lecter (Mads M&h:cmn)w:‘o than-hight humor, sexiness, political
pomey :."" Dy e rios ond the smarts and moral complexity.
theiller, .WT:::,:;‘,, angisish— How do you improve that? By
also the sickest buddy comedy ever. blowing it all up with a thrill-

BY JAMES PONIEWOZIK
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THE GOOD WIFE Forget
“good.” In its fifth season,
CBS’s (and network TV's)
classiest and most entertaining dra-
ma has returned to greatness with an
audacious act of reinvention, turning
former partners—and lovers—into
mortal enemies following Alicia’s
(Julianna Margulies) split to start
her own law firm. Everything is now
beyond personal in this dangerously
exciting, unpredictable new scenario.
Even better, the show has lost none
of its smart sex appeal and continues
to tell some of the most gripping
legal stories anywhere. Bravo.
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(6) 2. BRE‘K'NG BAD Meoth » ngamn Walte:
BOB’'S BURGERS (FOX) } and thiz raw d
In its fourth season, Bob’s Cranston) and this raw ¢
was the most grounded fam- QUSUE RS
ily sitcom on TV. In the spirit
of The Simpsons and King of

the Hill, its eccentricities only 3 ORPHAN BLACK 7

made it more universal. hwats
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RECTIFY (SUNDANCE)
Sundance found a niche for
slow-burn series like The =
Returned, Top of the Lake and
this tale of a man who served
19 years for murder then had
his conviction overturned.

(8)
THE AMERICANS (FX)

Matthew Rhys and Keri Rus- b S0 ROCK |

sell played KGB agents tryin > | ot
to make a forced marriage = ({Tina FCVv ound fove, bi

work in the Virginia suburbsi S s es
Their identities were fake, , R ¢ am (NB
but the emotions were real. NNy SiC
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MAD MEN (AMC) :
With the end of the 60s (and " Spa(oy s adept turn as a Fey with James Marsden B
the series) approaching, the % AN made this drama bingewaorth

show found sly angles on the. A5 1 2 4
sky-falling zeitgeist of 1968
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Don Draper on the verge of hi ' <
life’s most intriguing change.§ e &(
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Tatiana Maslany played the
role of the year as a series of
clones who discover they’re
connected by genetic materia
and a dark conspiracy.
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